
SCHOOL NEWS 
St. Mary Catholic  Montessori School  We are the Spartans!  

The Mission of St. Mary’s School is to encounter Christ each day through the teachings of the 

Catholic faith while learning and growing in a Montessori culture.  

Friday, November 22 2019 

Next week at a glance: 

Sunday—Father Michael’s Birthday 

Monday—International Feast—11:30 

Tuesday—McDonald’s  orders due 

Wed through Monday—No School HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

See you all Tuesday, December 3rd! 

 

Montessori Minute 

The Reasoning Mind 

After age six, children pass into the “reasoning mind” stage of development, which lasts from about age six to twelve (though we continue 

to have our reasoning mind throughout the rest of our lives.) During this stage, learning takes place very differently. Children are less 

drawn to mimicry and repetition, and are more inclined toward abstract thinking. 

Children at this age are also developing important social skills. Thus, they are far more interested in engaging with others in their environ-

ment. These children are making the transition from working (and playing) alongside peers to working with them cooperatively.  

They also show interest in their extended community and have an ever-broadening sense of social awareness. Montessori elementary pro-

grams include a wide range of opportunities for children to explore this social awareness through the study of various cultures, language, 

history, geography, and science. 

Moral Exploration 

Children at this age are also particularly interested in moral exploration. They are developing a sense of right and wrong, justice, and fair-

ness. It is especially important to role model strong values for children at this age. 

During this developmental period, children need to hear stories of kindness, honesty, courage, and honor, to name a few. They need to be 

shown respect, love, and understanding from the most influential adults in their lives. 

http://ageofmontessori.org/the-elementary-child-a-whole-new-ballgame/


Mark Your Calendars! 

Dec 3—Classes resume- Spirit Day/Jeans 

Dec 5—McDonald’s Day 

     Ms. Robyn’s Benefit—K of C Hall 6-9 p.m. 

Dec 9—Mass—Immaculate Conception, Mass Day Uniforms 

         PTO/School Committee Meeting @ 7:00 

Dec 10—Hungry Howie Pizza Night 

Dec 13—Family Movie Night @ 6:00  “The Polar Express” 

Dec 16—Christmas Concert @ 6:00  

      Pizza orders due 

Dec 18—Santa Shop 

Dec 19—Spirit day—Christmas top with uniform bottom 

      Pizza Day 

Dec 20—1/2 day of school 

Dec 23–Jan 3—NO SCHOOL, Christmas break 

Jan 6—Classes resume 

     McDonald Orders Due 

      PTO/School Committee meeting @ 7.00 

Jan 9—McDonald’s Day 

Jan 14— Hungry Howie’s Pizza Night 

Jan 20—Pizza orders due 

Jan 23—Pizza Day 

Jan 24—No School—End of 2nd Marking Period 

Jan 26—Kick off to Catholic Schools Week!  Students hand out carnations after 8:30 & 11:30 Masses 

   Open House 1-3 p.m. 

Jan 27—BWV Carnival k-5th Grade @ Holy Cross.  Bus provided 

   No school for Primary 

Jan 28—Pajama Day 

Jan 29  - Red, White, and Blue Day 

Jan 30—Vocation’s Day  Dress like the profession you want to be when you grow up 

Jan 31—Special Person Day for Lunch and Crazy Hat Day 



Faith Corner 

The Armor of God! 

Prayer of the month—The Prayer of St. Gertrude:  Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine 

Son, Jesus , in union with the masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for sinners eve-

rywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own home and within my family.  Amen 

Prayer of St. Michael—St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; be our defense against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do you, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of 

God, thrust into Hell Satan and the other evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls, Amen 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit—Counsel (Right Judgement).  Counsel is a spiritual gift which enables one to make choices to 

live as a faithful follower of Jesus. 

Scripture—Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 

be with you wherever you go”   

Catholic Social Teaching—Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.  The option for the Poor and Vulnerable reminds us that 

how we treat those who do not have what we have is important.  We need to be actively working to ensure that there are 

just systems in place, not just to provide immediate assistance to those in need, but to help them move permanently out 

of poverty.  During this month, we celebrate Thanksgiving, which is a time not only to be thankful for all the blessings we 

have been given, but to also help those who may not have enough.  We have been teaching our students that prayer for 

those who are struggling is very important, but it’s also important to remember that we are called to put our prayers into 

action.  Our Corporal Works of Mercy instruct us to Feed the Hungry, Give Drink to the Thirsty, Clothe the Naked, Shelter 

the Homeless, Visit the Sick and Imprisoned, Bury the Dead and Give Alms to the Poor.  This month our school families 

are joining with the Parish Religious Education families to collect food donations for the Ecumenical Food Pantry here in 

St. Clair. 

Stay Connected 

Thanksgiving Break—Wednesday, November 27th through Monday, December 2nd.  Classes resume Tues-

day, December 3rd.  

Ms. Robyn’s Murder Mystery Dinner—Thursday, December 5 from 6-9 at the St. Clair K of C Hall.   For 

tickets, robyn-etz-fundraiser.ticketleap.com.  To make direct donations online through PayPal 

teammsrobyn@gmail.com 

Christmas Family Movie Night—Friday, December 13 @ 6:00.  Bring pillow, blankets, and camp chairs 

and join us for “The Polar Express”. 

Christmas Concert—This year’s Christmas Concert will be Monday, December 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Activi-

ties Room. 

Santa Shop—Wednesday, December 18th.  All items will be $1.  Shopping lists will go home in December.  We are 

looking for volunteers to help set up, help with shopping and wrapping.  A sign up genius will be emailed soon.  Good for 

voucher hours! 

 

 

 



Highlights in Primary and Kindergarten 

In Religion, we continue learning our November prayers and song. 

Prayer:  St. Gertrude the Great 

Gift of the Holy Spirit:  Counsel, to choose to please God, making 

good decisions. 

Catholic Social Teaching:  Option for the poor and the vulnerable. 

Scripture for November:  1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all you do be 

done in love”. 

November Faith Song:  “The Wise and Foolish Man”. 

Seasonal for November:  Grace and Courtesy—thankfulness and 

gratitude. 

In Math, as we use the Golden Bead material and the children get a 

clearer picture of place value, we will add hundreds to ones and tens.  

The children know ones and tens well, working with the hundred 

board, ten boards, and teen boards.  Now we will explore hundreds 

and building large numbers.   

In Science & Cultural Focus:  Planet Earth, Native Americans and 

Early Pilgrim Americans.  We will learn how early Native American 

children and pilgrim children lived, worked and played.  We will con-

trast their lives with children’s lives today.  As we study our Earth, we 

will explore Day and Night.  We will do an experiment with light and 

Solar Energy.     

In Language, we discussed Native American symbols and sign lan-

guage.  We continued to discuss and learn about verbs and used verb 

command cards in a language work along with adding verbs to the 

Grammar Farm. 

In Geography, we continue to learn about Continents and Oceans. 

 

Ms. Emily’s Room 

Enjoying building our friendship outside.   

Ms. Robyn’s Room 

In The Classroom... 

St. Brigid project 



Highlights in Ms. Meerschaerts Room 

In Religion, we went to Mass on Monday and Friday.  We learned 

about St. Brigid and churned butter with Mrs. Brennan.  They 

learned about St. Cecilia and the Presentation of the Virgin Mary.  

We made a heart shaped weave basket to hold lotion and lip balm 

for care packages for the women with cancer.       

In Math, we continued our unit on time.  We identified elapsed 

time and time to the five minutes.     

In ELA, we introduced spelling words for the week and worked on 

guided reading.  We worked on reading comprehension and sen-

tence analysis.  We continued to work on punctuation and gram-

mar.  

In Social Studies, we began our unit on Thanksgiving, leading to 

our International Taste Feast.    

 Highlights in Mrs. Paciorek’s Room 

In Religion, continuing the study of Moses, students learned how 

Moses and the Hebrews were in God’s loving care.  God provided 

for them. 

ELA—.  Our root word study this week used the prefixes ad and 

video/visum.  Students defined the root words, wrote words con-

taining the prefixes and wrote sentences containing the words with 

the root word.  Students worked in reading groups and in spelling 

had their Unit 13 test and Unit 14 pretest.   

In Math, 4th grade students learned how to use the peg board to 

find divisors of a number.  Some students worked with fractions 

(adding, subtracting, and reducing).  5th grade students saw the 

relation of multiplication and division.  The reviewed dividing by a 

1 digit number.   

In Science, students did their investigations on what rocks and 

minerals are.  They classified minerals by observing their proper-

ties.   

In Writing, we created a skit.  The skit involved at least two char-

acters and focused on the steps to resolve conflict.   

  

Upper Elementary News 

Mock rock                    

investigation 

Lower Elementary News 

Working on Time 

In The Classroom... 



St. Brigid and the Butter 

Mrs. Brennan taught the children about the legend of St. Brigid.  Then, they made homemade 

butter!. It was delicious! 



Don’t forget to order your SCRIP for the Holidays!  

Gift cards make great stocking stuffers OR use SCRIP to pur-

chase gifts! 

Use SCRIP to buy groceries for your Holiday meals! 

Use SCRIP to purchase gas if you are traveling for the Holi-

days! 

Make your hard earned money work for YOU! 

BUY SCRIP AND EARN!! 

Contact the office with questions—329-4150 


